MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Town Council meeting held on Tuesday,  17th June 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  Elizabeth Bickerstaffe (Chair)  Linda Nulty, Tim Rackham,  
Ian Nicols Hogg, Angela Hunter

IN ATTENDANCE:		Ruth Ross (Town Clerk)
				L Cheetham, Taylor Wimpey Homes
				H McKenzie, Lichfields
				
APOLOGIES:			Councillors P Desmond, P Enright, K Moreton and A Short


CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)

25/68  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 22nd May  2025 
Proposed:  Cllr T Rackham.    Seconded: Cllr I Nichols Hogg   

25/69 MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list – none

25/70 POLICING ISSUES
No policing reports available.  It has been suggested that if the general public have anything to report or queries to go to the police station in Kirkham on Monday - Friday.  Reception is manned between 10am - 2 pm
There was no police presence around Wesham on Club Day but it was noted on Facebook that police patrolled in Kirkham later in the day.  Make contact with the Police Commissioner for Lancashire and copy our MP  - A Snowdon MP.

25/71  PLANNING - 25/0355 Land to North of Weeton Road/West of A585 Kirkham Bypass, Medlar with Wesham
Medlar with Wesham Council met with a representative from Taylor Wimpey - L Cheetham and a representative from Lichfields planning - H McKenzie.  The proposals for up to 250 homes were discussed.  The masterplan has been submitted to Fylde Borough Council.  Taylor Wimpey have sent postcards with a link to their website for comments to a number of residents close to the proposed development only - for a short consultation period.
MWTC are of the opinion that this recent application be given full consideration by Fylde for the positive requirement for the applicant to carry out a full Environmental Impact Assessment pursuant to any forthcoming outline and/or detailed planning applications to be submitted in relation to the proposed development to the LAND TO NORTH OF WEETON ROAD/WEST OF A585 KIRKHAM BYPASS, MEDLAR WITH WESHAM PRESTON PR4 1NB.
Cllr T Rackham to forward draft response for consideration by all councillors then sent by Town Clerk to planning@fylde.



25/72  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES

a)Open Spaces Contract -  
The new bedding plants have been planted and the baskets have been put up.  The dead tree on Doorstep Green needs to be replaced - contact Pickervances.
The timber that is used to block vehicle access to the playing fields at doorstep green are disintegrating and will need replacing with something more substantial and longer lasting.  Town Clerk to contact Pickervances for suggestions.                       

b)Fleetwood Playing Fields – 
Signage – Sample of a sign to be placed near bollards on the edge of the car park stating  ‘Dogs to be kept on leads at all times’ and no overnight parking etc – make amendments and discuss in next meeting.

The path surface in front of the pavilion needs redoing.  The ground near the basketball net is also in need of resurfacing.  

A few ruts in the grass were left after the fun day but nothing serious.

Bollards and fencing.  – looking for replacements.  Town Clerk awaiting quote for replacements and labour costs

Guttering on the pavilion – waiting for a quote for the replacement guttering and labour costs.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe trying to obtain this.

Kirkham Junior Football Club –
Amend the SLA for KJFC - the annual charge to be increased to £2000 for 2025 
Let Pickervances know that KJFC are planning on putting in locked in goal posts.

Town Clerk to obtain copy of public liability insurance and DBS check register.  Also ask for fixtures list.  

c)Doorstep Green, Derby Road – solar lighting update.  E Bickerstaffe to chase original company.  Received a quote from a local firm.   Need to look at a local company for solar street lighting.  Contact other councils to find out who they use.

d) Street Cleaning in Wesham – no update 

25/73  Allotments 
Land adjacent to Bowling Green.  It was proposed by council that the land be used as a Community venture/garden.  Town Clerk to arrange meeting regarding the Community Pride Trust.   Cllr L Bickerstaffe has information regarding grants - Eden Project Community Grant Funding

25/74  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
No further news

25/75  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
J Priestley and A Mcneillie (internal auditor ) completed the AGAR report for financial year 2024-25.  This, along with supporting paperwork is to be submitted to the external auditors (PKF Littlejohn)
J Priestley to terminate the Sage Accounting subscription in August
Arrange meeting to discuss detailed accounts.

25/76  EVENTS
The family fun day on Kirkham and Wesham Club Day was well attended.  Town Clerk to contact T Townend with feedback and arrange meeting for later in the year to discuss plans for next year.  Town clerk to thank KJFC for opening and closing the barrier.

25/ 77 HUMAN RESOURCES
Town Clerk employment contract - update required

25/78  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
Awaiting removal of the remainder of the seating in the bar area and then skirting to be done and electrical work to be carried out.  Radiator pipes need boxing in and the radiators need to be checked that they are still working at the back of the bar. Decorating and carpeting to follow when final decisions made.   A Community Centre meeting to be arranged as soon as possible.

25/79   PATHWAY BY SCOUT HUT AND BACK OF GARDENS AT CHURCH WALK – 
Council are looking into the historical facts about the origin of the pathway.   The C of E school bursar has been contacted and they are looking for historical records regarding the original planning permission. 

25/80  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Easywebsites will need to contact those Councillors who were unable to attend the Council Meeting on 17th June.  

25/81  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
A photo of the mayoral chain needs to be sent to Fattorini prior to adding in the new links requested.  New pendants and bars required.

25/82  CIVIC SUNDAY
6th July - procession to start at Derby Road around Wesham  Road closures have been arranged.  Order of service to be done by church - confirm.  Back to Community Centre for refreshments after the service .
Invitations to go out - order of service to be copied.

25/83 BOWLING CLUB 
Email received from the Bowling Club.  They have not been able to secure grants yet to build the toilet facility and wish to carry on with current arrangements.  The Town Council still need to discuss this.



DATE OF NEXT WTC MEETING:   Tuesday, 15thth July 2025 at 7.30 pm 


